[Premorbid functioning by gender and its relationship with duration of untreated psychosis in first psychotic episode].
There are two phenotypes proposed for the psychotic disorders based on premorbid functioning and probably related with the duration of untreated psychosis (DUP). The aim of this study was to compare the clinical features, premorbid functioning and its relationship with DUP by gender in a group of first episode psychosis patients. We included 77 patients in their first admission to a psychiatric facility. A clinical evaluation was performed with the PANSS, Calgary Depression Scale,Hamilton Depression Scale and Mania Rating Scale. Premorbid functioning was rated with the Premorbid Adjustment Scale. There were no clinical differences between men and women. Men had greater impairment in their premorbid functioning. Patients with short DUP (< 28 weeks) showed better premorbid functioning compared to those with long DUP (> 28 weeks). Duration of untreated psychosis is determined by premorbid functioning and it is possible that male patients, who show a higher frequency of poor premorbid functioning, have a longer delay in seeking treatment, that conditions a longer duration of untreated psychosis.